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New Publication Premiers

You hold in your hand the first edition of
a new effort by First Reformed to keep
you informed of what is happening in our
congregation, in our community and in
our denomination. The cherished Tower
Crier will continue as a more reflective
offering with longer articles and a
thematic organization. We hope this
smaller “newsier” piece will find a home
on your refrigerator.

CONRITTEE
Welcome to the new stewardship team
for 2007. Dick Phillips and Joe Doolittle
will co-chair and the committee will also
consist of Bill Ward, Emile Walraven,
Cindy Gallagher, Cathy Lewis, Bill

Levering and our treasurer, Fred Daniels.

This year will feature small group
meetings in homes where the budget will
be presented and questions answered.

Wedding!

Jodi Rickard, daughter of William and
Terry Rickard, was married to Bo
Vongsakoun of Denver on June 16th in
Saratoga. The officiant was our own
Cindy Gallagher. After a honeymoon trip
to Portugal, they are residing in Denver.

Tuesday Morning Mom®
Group Forming

Call Jennifer Brown at 631-4410.

Jazz \Vespers
Begins August 19

A new monthly worship service will begin
in our sanctuary August 19. Beginning at
5 o'clock, the service will feature mostly
music, some light readings and a short
reflection. This can be the quiet
beginning for a new week or the
reflective review of a hectic one. Dr.
Levering will usually lead the service
which will feature Peg and Bill Delaney,
Paul Couch, and Tom D’Andrea in
August. Come and bring your friends
who are afraid of church: it won't hurt a
bit.

Pick-Up Choir August 19

Please join the pick-up choir at 9:00 am
in the sanctuary to rehearse two easy
anthems for the 10:00 am service. So-so
singers welcome.

(WelcomeBack))

Welcome Back Party
September 9

The Church School kick-off, complete
with after worship party, will be held on
September 9. Come and check-in with
old friends and new faces.

If you like biking and eating come join the
second Bike to Brunch on August 19.
Following worship (and refreshments)
we'll peddle from church a modest
distance for brunch and then return.
Those with question can contact Daniel
Carlson (377-2201) or Bill Clock (280-
6189).

Ecumenical Lord® Prayer
Tested in Worship

Are you a “debtor” or a “trespasser?” To
emphasize our unity and to make a more
accurate translation, our congregation
will be trying the ecumenical Lord’s
prayer for a bit in the fall. We will use the
phrase “forgive us our sins as we forgive
those who sin against us.”

Early Budgeting Planned

Pursuing our goal of greater
transparency and accountability in our
finances, we will be developing our
asking budget much earlier this year so
that people can know what they are
being asked to support with their
pledges. Committee chairs are already
hard at work targeting needs from the
ground up.

Mary Carlson Interim Youth
Leader

Mary Carlson has graciously agreed to
step in on a part-time interim basis to
work with the youth fellowships while we
search for a new full-time staff member.



, Denominational
® Round Up

The General Synod met in
June and our own Brad
Lewis was presiding. Carol
Bechtel, a progressive
professor from Western Seminary, was
elected to be the president next year.
The Belhar confession was approved to
move to a final process to become a
confession of the church. A broad plan
to reorganize the larger structures of the
church was defeated. A proposal for the
General Synod to meet every two years
instead of every year was defeated.
After some early controversy, there were
many hopeful signs for the future.

Birthdays in August
Please let us know if we need
fo add yours.

Dolph Ebeling
Timothy Gallagher
Anthony Esposito
Susan Neikirk
Barbara Piper
Shannon Shultes
Jessica Daniels
Sarah Bachorik
Philip Yourno
Thomas Lindsay
Elsie Emery
Arthur Casey
Thomas Merten
Richard Phillips
Angela Case
Ruthellen Phillips
Brendan Hamm
John Neikirk
Burton Dearing
Janet Lawrence
Mark Wemple
Susan Zeltmann
James McCullough
Andrew Yang
Rebecca Draffen-
Grande

Andrew Assini
Margaret Schadler
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Senior Moments
By Bill Levering

I'm ashamed to admit that | love reading
science fiction. The characters are
shallow, the development weak, and the
style clunky. But | do enjoy thinking
about scientific developments and their
impact. The thick annual collections |
read seem to be darker this year. Faith
in science seems to be slipping a bit as
the challenges of human impact on
nature escalate. The idea that there is
no problem science can'’t solve may be
overshadowed by the problems
development has caused. Now, I'm
certainly not a Luddite and I'm rarely
more than a few feet from a computer.
However, | am noting a growing
suspicion that there are many ways in
which we need to be more careful in our
consumption, in our assumptions about
the future, and in our political intentions
about policies with enduring impact. As
you are sitting by your favorite body of
water this summer, consider the enduring
truths. Get the big picture. Don't forget to
look up.

Briefly: Note that Daniel's day off is
Friday and mine is Monday. I'm still
looking for squash players. Some of us
are talking about a motorcycle trip in the
fall. We are collecting exercise
equipment for a possible work out space
at the church. I'll be preaching most of
August here and I'd love to see you on
Sunday mornings. Pray for peace.
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Stephen Ministry Notes

At a June 20th picnic, the Stephen
Ministers and Stephen Leaders honored
Ann Gotwals at the conclusion of her six
years as Director of Stephen Ministry.
The Ministry is now be led by a team of
Daniel Carlson, Ruthellen Phillips, and
Linda Ward. Stephen Ministry is a
service of compassion and healing,
providing skilled and confidential care to
members and friends of the church
experiencing loss, crisis, or other
situations of distress. If you or someone
you know would benefit from this
ministry, please contact a member of the
Stephen Leadership Team.

Prayer Chain

The Prayer Chain
of our congregation
has recently been
reorganized so as
to make this
ministry more
effective and
faithful. If you would like to have this
group, which is made op of more than a
dozen members, offer to God prayers of
thanksgiving or intercession for yourself
or someone who has specifically asked
for the same, please call Rachel Hewitt
(456-8716), Ann Gotwals (372-5089) or,
in the evening, Vernetta Thuener (355-
2543).
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